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PRISONS, COSTS 

906. Mr Bradshaw to the Minister for Justice and Legal Affairs 

(1) What is the cost per year to keep a prisoner in jail? 

(2) Is there a comparison between Government and private run prisons with respect to cost per prisoner per 
year? 

(3) If yes to (2), what is the comparison? 

(4) Does the cost to keep a prisoner in prison include the cost to rehabilitate prisoners and drug 
treatment/counselling? 

Mr McGINTY replied: 

(1) The average cost per adult prisoner in custody per day was $192.55 in 2000/01 financial year. This 
equates to $70,281 per year per prisoner.  This figure is the total accrual cost, thus includes overheads 
and asset depreciation charges. This figure does not include user capital charge.  The user capital 
charge, represents the opportunity costs of funds employed in carrying out services.  The average cost 
per prisoner per day, inclusive of user capital charge, was $212.99 in 2000/01.  On an annual basis this 
equates to $77,741per year per prisoner.  

(2) The first privately operated prison in WA, Acacia prison, commenced operation with the placement 
of 12 prisoners on 16 May 2001.  For the first 9 months of operation the prisoner intake will be gradual.  
It is expected that full capacity will not be reached until March 2002.  Consequently, a cost comparison 
between the Government and the private run prison is not meaningful at this point in time.  The 
Department of Justice is currently developing a methodology that will enable costing comparisons 
between the Government and Acacia prisons once it is operating at full capacity.  

(3) Not applicable 

(4) The cost per prisoner per day figure quoted above does include the cost of the rehabilitative programs 
currently provided by the Department of Justice.  The programs provided, include a range of substance 
abuse programs. 

 


